
GOOD SAMARITAN LAWS RELATED TO AEDS 
IN THE PROJECT AREA

LOUISIANA

Louisiana Law RS 40:1236.14: In addition to the civil immunity provided to persons rendering 
emergency assistance as provided by law, including R.S. 9:2793, R.S. 31:1731, 1732, and 1735, 
and R.S. 40:1231.2, any prescribing advance practice registered nurse or physician who author-
izes the purchase of the AED, any physician or advanced practice registered nurse involved in 
the possessor’s program, any individual or entity which provides training in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and in the use of an AED, any purchaser of an AED, any person or entity responsi-
ble for the site where an AED is located, and any expected user regularly on the premises shall 
not be liable for any civil damages arising from any act or omission of acts related to the opera-
tion of an AED that do not amount to willful or wanton misconduct or gross negligence. 

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Law §73-25-37.  Liability of physician, dentist, nurse, emergency medical techni-
cian, etc., for rendering emergency care; immunity from civil liability for good faith use of 
automated external defibrillator by person untrained in its use.  

(1) No duly licensed, practicing physician, physician assistant, dentist, registered nurse, li-
censed practical nurse, certified registered emergency medical technician, or any other person 
who, in good faith and in the exercise of reasonable care, renders emergency care to any injured 
person at the scene of an emergency, or in transporting the injured person to a point where 
medical assistance can be reasonably expected, shall be liable for any civil damages to the in-
jured person as a result of any acts committed in good faith and in the exercise of reasonable 
care or omissions in good faith and in the exercise of reasonable care by such persons in render-
ing the emergency care to the injured person.  

(2) (a) Any person who in good faith, with or without compensation, renders emergency care or 
treatment by the use of an automated defibrillator (AED) in accordance with the provisions of 
Sections 41-60-31 through 41-60-35, as well as the person responsible for the site where the 
AED is located if the person has provided for compliance with the provisions of Sections 41-
60-31 through 41-60-35, shall be immune from civil liability for any personal injury as a result 
of that care or treatment , or as a result of any act, or failure to act, in providing for, or arranging 
further medical treatment, where the person acts as an ordinary, reasonably prudent person 
would have acted under the same or similar circumstances and the person’s actions or failure to 
act does not amount to willful or wanton misconduct or gross negligence.  

(b) A person who has not complied with the provisions of Sections 41-60-31 through 41-60-35,
but who has access to an AED and uses it in good faith in an emergency as an ordinary prudent 
person would have done in the same or similar circumstances, shall be immune from civil li-
ability for any personal injury as a result of an act or omission related to the operation of or fail-
ure to operate an AED if the person’s actions or failure to act do not amount to willful or wan-



ton misconduct or gross negligence. 

(3) The immunity from civil liability for any personal injury under subsection (2) of this section 
includes the licensed physician who authorizes, directs, or supervises the installation or provi-
sion of AED equipment in or on any premises or conveyance other than a medical facility, the 
owner of the premises where an AED is used, the purchaser of the AED, a person who uses an 
AED during an emergency for the purpose of attempting to save the life of another person who 
is or who appears to be in cardiac arrest, and the person who provides the CPR and AED train-
ing.

(4) The immunity from civil liability under subsection (2) of this section does nto apply if the 
personal injury results from the gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct of the person 
rendering the emergency care.  

Sources: Codes, 1942, § 8893.5; Laws, 1962, ch. 413; Laws, 1964, ch. 431; Laws, 1975, ch. 
329; Laws, 1976, ch. 405; Laws, 1979, ch. 376, § 1; Laws, 1999, ch. 489, § 4; Laws, 2007, ch. 
428, § 1, eff from and after July 1, 2007. 

TENNESSEE

Tennessee Law: Public Acts, 1999 Chapter No. 488 

Section 5. The entity responsible for the AED program shall not be liable for any civil liability 
for any personal injury that results from an act or omission that does not amount to willful or 
wanton misconduct or gross negligence if the applicable provisions and program established 
under Section 3 and the rules adopted by the department pursuant to Section 4 have been met by 
the entity and have been followed by the individuals using the AED.
Section 6. An individual providing training to others in an approved program on the use of an 
AED shall be held harmless by the employer of the trainer for damages caused by the training 
that was negligent. 


